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LARRY AND LORINDA 
FINCHER 
 

Blending a Family 
[It will be easy they said!] 
 

Definitions and Statistics 

• Blended/Stepfamily: a family that is formed by the remarriage of a divorced or 
widowed person and includes one or more children. 

• Blended families are common, in fact one study showed that 40% of married couples 
are step couples.  90% of divorcees choose to remarry. 

• The divorce rate for second marriages is 60% but can drop as low as 12% with proper 
blended family education and coaching. 

 

Challenges 

• Blended Families are common but different from biological families. 

 

• Blended family roles and relationships are not well defined initially. 

 

• Blended families are not autonomous – they are impacted by other families. 

 

• Blended families do not morph into a homogenous unit quickly. 

 

• _________________________________________________________ 

 

• __________________________________________________________ 
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Strategies 

• Blended families can, just as biological families, be strong loving families 

o Must have the right relationship priorities 

 God first (Gen 1:27) 

 Spouse second (Gen 2:24) 

 Children third (Gen 4:1)) 

o Same Biblical principles on roles apply 

 Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; 

 Eph 5:22-23 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  

 Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

o Application is much harder and more complicated 

o God wants to work through your current situation to build a strong family no 
matter how you got there 

o Remember God loves, forgives, and provides strength and direction (Rom 
5:6-11) 

 

• A blended family must solve four basic tasks in order to succeed1: 

1. Create a satisfying second marriage and separate it from the first 

2. Integrate the stepparent into the child’s life 

3. Manage change 

4. Develop workable rules for dealing with nonresident parents and former 
spouses 

 

1From a 10 year study, Developmental Issues in Step Families, by Dr. John H. Bray 
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RESOURCES 
Books 

• Step Families – Dr James H. Bray and John Kelly 
• The Smart Stepfamily – Ron Deal 
• Restored and Remarried– Gil and Brenda Stuart 
• The Smart Stepfamily Marriage – Ron Deal 
• God Breaths on Blended Families – Moe and Paige Becnel 
• Dating and the Single Parent – Ron Deal 
• The Smart Stepmom – Ron Deal 
• But I’m Not a Wicked Stepmother – Kathi Lipp and Carol Boley 
• The Smart Stepdad – Ron Deal 

Devotionals (YouVersion) 

• Blending a Family Devotional 
• Blended Family: Becoming Stepfamily Smart 
• Daily Encouragement for the Smart Stepfamily 
• More Daily Encouragement for the Smart Stepfamily 
• Better Than Blended Devotional 
• Dating and the Single Parent 
• Co-Parenting with God’s Help 
• But I’m ONLY the Stepmom 

Websites 
Family-Life Blended 
https://www.familylife.com/familylifeblended/blended-families/ 
Blending A Family Ministry 
https://www.blendingafamily.com/ 
Better Than Blended 
http://betterthanblended.com/ 
Focus on the Family 
http://www.focusonthefamily.com 
 

 

https://www.familylife.com/familylifeblended/blended-families/
https://www.blendingafamily.com/
http://betterthanblended.com/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
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CONNECT TIME 
1. Which of the challenges to blending a family have we experienced? 

2. Of those challenges which one or ones have been the most difficult? 

3. What are some strategies we can apply or improve upon? 

4. Determine specific steps we can implement over the next week? Month? Year? 

 

 

 

PRESENTED BY 
Larry and Lorinda Fincher 
info@homebuildersministry.org 

Larry and Lorinda Fincher have extensive experience in teaching, 
counseling, and working with families. They have presented 
seminars, conferences, and retreats nationally and internationally. 
The Fincher’s are Directors of HomeBuilders Ministry, a ministry of 
Pathway Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas that “Builds Families on Biblical 
Principles.”  

Larry received a BSEE and MSEE from the University of Arkansas and until taking early 
retirement was employed as a Director for Entergy Corporation covering Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and the City of New Orleans.  

Lorinda has ministered to families through the church and worked as a nurse in a family 
practice clinic in Mountainview, Arkansas before retiring.  

The Fincher’s have five children and fifteen grandchildren. They attend Pathway Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville, Arkansas where Larry is on staff. 


